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T H E FI NA L W EEK
All four Gospels devote a large amount of space to the final week of 
Jesus’ life, a genuine measure of its crucial importance.  Six of the fifteen 
chapters in Mark (40 per cent of the Gospel) describe events of that week. 
Chapter 11 narrates what happened on the day we observe as Palm 
Sunday, also known as the Sunday of the Passion. Come along with Jesus 
and His followers on a journey through that “Holy Week.”

T H E T R IU MPH A L EN T RY 
MarK 11:1–10 
MATTHEW 21:1–10; LUKE 19:29–38
Jesus and the Twelve were nearing their journey’s end. They had walked 
a hundred miles from Capernaum in Galilee to Jericho in Judea and on to 
Bethany, about two miles east of Jerusalem. Adjacent to Bethany was a 
village or group of farm buildings, flanked by fig trees, called Bethphage or 
“house of green figs.”

It was Sunday morning. Jesus dispatched two of His disciples to 
Bethphage to fetch Him a colt or young donkey. If anyone should ask, “Why 
are you doing this?” simply tell him, “The Lord has need of it.” Jesus, in 
His omniscience, knew what would happen; straightway he will release the 
colt. The two disciples did as they were told and brought the colt to Jesus. 
They cast their garments on the animal for padding, and Jesus sat on it.

This was the first time in His public ministry 
that Jesus assumed the role of King, meek and 

lowly indeed, but a King nevertheless.

Mark
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This was the first time in His public ministry 
that Jesus assumed the role of King, meek 
and lowly indeed, but a King nevertheless. 
He purposed to ride into Jerusalem not on a 
horse, a symbol of war (Job 39:19–25), but 
on a donkey, a symbol of peace and service. 
Enthusiasm ran high among His followers. 
Some put their outer garments on the roadway 
as a mark of homage to the King. Others tore 
fronds from the palm trees and strewed them 
in the way.

In the meanwhile, many people had come up 
from Jerusalem to go to Bethany to learn more 
about the raising of Lazarus. However, these 
had to turn back. Now they formed a vanguard 
for the procession. “And the crowds that 
went before him and that followed him were 
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David [a 
designation for Messiah-King]! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 
in the highest” (Matt. 21:9).

The prophecy of Zechariah had reached 
fulfillment: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous 
and having salvation is he, humble and 
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey” (Zech. 9:9).

The city was moved when Messiah-King 
entered. “Who is this?” was the question. 
We cannot afford to suspend judgment on 
this question. Our salvation depends on the 
right answer (Acts 4:12). The crowd gave a 
surface answer, “This is the prophet Jesus, 

from Nazareth of Galilee” (Matt. 21:10–11). 
We wonder, did some of those who hailed 
Him on Palm Sunday as King join the mob 
on Good Friday to cry out, “Not this man, but 
Barabbas?”

JESUS ST I LL R I DES ON
Jesus has displayed His Kingship throughout 
the ages. He is King:

 · in the kingdom of power, i.e., in the 
realm of nature (John 1:3); 

 · in the kingdom of grace, i.e., the church 
on earth; and

 · in the kingdom of glory, i.e., the church 
in heaven.

Art, literature, music, painting, and sculpture 
in their highest forms enthrone Christ, for the 
best of these has come as a result of His life 
and teachings.

Jesus is supreme in the area of morals. 
His system of morality and ethics is above 
reproach. Even though some reject Him 
as Savior, yet, when they think of His life, 
character, example, teaching, and influence, 
they are willing to acknowledge Him as 
supreme. Chief of all, He is King of salvation. 
He stooped to save (Phil. 2:6–8). Therefore, 
the daughters of Zion and Jerusalem have 
reason to rejoice for the King comes, He is 
just, and has salvation. We repeat, “Hosanna 
[save now or save, we pray]! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 
in the highest!”
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JESUS SU RV EY ED CON DI T IONS I N T H E CO U RT OF T H E GEN T I LES 
MarK 11:11
As we follow Mark’s Gospel, we note that Jesus entered the court of the Gentiles and 
viewed critically the many commercial transactions going on there, particularly in the 
temple courtyard. The Sadducees were in charge of leasing various concessions to the 
highest bidders:

1) to money-changers using tables, chairs and space for converting foreign money 
into local currency; 

2) to the keepers of sacrificial animals enclosed in pens; and

3) to the sellers of pigeons, also used for sacrifices (Lev.12:8; Luke 2:24).

The courtyard was a noisy place, what with all the bawling, bleating and fluttering going 
on, plus the human voices engaged in haggling. Jesus “looked at the whole scene; 
but as it was now late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve” (NEB). He must have 
determined on that Palm Sunday that on the next day, (Monday), He would clean up the 
filthy mess.

CU R SI NG T H E FIG T R EE 
MarK 11:12–14
MATTHEW 21:18–20
“On the following day” (Monday), Jesus and the Twelve left Bethany to go to Jerusalem. 
They got an early start, perhaps without breakfast so as not to put their hosts to the 
extra trouble of feeding thirteen men. Furthermore, Jesus intended to carry out the plan 
He had conceived the day before, to cleanse the temple. 

It was said of Jesus, “He was hungry” (Matt. 21:18b). In the distance, he saw a fig tree 
leafed out. Though the season for figs was not yet, the tree was so laden with foliage 
that it bore every promise of being laden with fruit. But when Jesus came to it, He found 
nothing. The question has repeatedly been asked in Bible class sessions, “Shouldn’t He, 
the omniscient one, have known this in advance?” To answer the question, we must keep 
in mind the uniqueness of Jesus. “For the right faith is, that we believe and confess, that 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and man… Who, although He is God and 
man, yet He is not two, but one Christ” (Athanasian Creed).

In His human nature, Christ did not always fully use the divine attributes communicated 
to His human nature. For instance, as true man He hungered and ate, He thirsted and 
drank, grew weary, suffered and died. In the case of the fig tree, He did not use the 
divine attribute of omniscience communicated to His human nature, but He acted as a 
true man. However, in blasting the fig tree, He used the divine attribute of omnipotence. 
The end result? The tree withered from the roots to its very top: “May no one ever eat 
fruit from you again” (11:14).
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Some students think the withering of the 
fig tree was an acted parable of judgment 
on Jerusalem, a city that proved “fruitless” 
in its response to Jesus and His Gospel. It 
prefigured the judgment to be pronounced 
upon all fruitless piety and hypocritical 
professions, upon all such who “draw near 
with their mouth and honor me with their 
lips, while their hearts are far from me, and 
their fear of me is a commandment taught 
by men” (Is. 29:13).

CLE A NSI NG OF T H E T E MPLE 
MarK 11:15–19 
MATTHEW 21:12–13 
LUKE 19:45–46
After the fig tree incident, they came to 
Jerusalem, and Jesus went into the temple. 
Immediately He began to clean house. 
According to John’s account of the first 
cleansing (John 2:13–17), Jesus made a 
whip of small cords, a cat-o’-nine-tails, “He 
drove them all out of the temple, with the 
sheep and oxen” (John 2:15).

At the second cleansing, Jesus didn’t bother 
making a scourge. He went right to work 
and began to cast out those who sold and 
bought in the temple and overthrew the 
tables of the moneychangers and the seats 
of those who sold doves. Jesus also would 
not permit anyone to carry utensils, tools 
or equipment through the temple court, as 
though it were a public thoroughfare.

No one dared stop Jesus. They were cowed 
by His sublime dignity and imperative 
bearing. Was this the Lamb of God, meek 

and lowly? No, this was the Lion of the Tribe 
of Judah. Thereupon He wielded the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. He 
referred them to what Isaiah and Jeremiah 
had spoken: “My house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all peoples” (Is. 56:7b), 
and the incisive words of Jeremiah, “Has 
this house, which is called by my name, 
become a den of robbers in your eyes? 
Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the 
LORD” (Jer.7:11).

The scribes and chief priests heard it and 
took counsel how they might destroy Him. 
They agreed not to assault Him publicly, 
for they were afraid of Him. They were also 
afraid of the people, who respected Jesus 
highly and were enamored of His teachings. 
“Let’s do nothing at this time,” they agreed. 
“Let’s wait and see.” When evening came, 
Jesus and the disciples left the city and 
returned to Bethany. This was the end of 
Monday in Holy Week.

FA I T H A N D PR AY ER 
MarK 11:20–26
On Tuesday morning, Jesus and the Twelve 
set out for Jerusalem. Such a decision 
required a good deal of courage. The 
Lord had acted boldly the day before in 
cleansing the temple plaza. What reactionary 
measures would they find waiting for them 
in Jerusalem?

“As they passed by in the morning, they 
saw the fig tree withered away to its roots.” 
Peter, ever on the alert, exclaimed, “Rabbi, 
look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” 
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Jesus answered in effect, “Have faith in God and do not waiver, you can not 
only blast a fig tree, but you can surmount any obstacle, even if it appears 
as immovable as a mountain. There is no limit to what faith can accomplish 
if linked to prayer. Remember, however, that faith dare not be infiltrated by 
even a particle of doubt. Your faith must be so invincible that you regard your 
request as already granted. And when you pray, you dare not harbor ill will 
toward anyone but must be ready to forgive the offender if you yourself wish to 
be forgiven by God.”

JESUS WA R DS OFF T H E FI R ST GRO U P OF CR I T ICS 
MarK 11:27–33
On Tuesday of Holy Week, Jesus again entered the temple that He had cleansed 
the previous day. Opposition to Him was mounting. His defamers took turns 
seeking to implicate Him with questions about church and state. We cannot but 
admire His astuteness in fending off His attackers. 

The first confrontation was with members of the Sanhedrin — chief priests, 
scribes, and elders (11:27). They said to Him, “Who gave you the right to do 
what you did yesterday? Who authorized you? If you did it on your own, who do 
you think you are?” Instead of giving them a direct answer, Jesus chose to put 
them on the defensive, saying, “I have a question to ask you, too; and if you 
give me an answer, I will tell you by what authority I act. The baptism of John: 
was it from God, or from men? Answer me” (NEB). They were in a dilemma. 
So they played it safe and said, “We don’t know, we can’t tell.” Jesus curtly 
responded, “Then neither will I tell you by what authority I act” (NEB). That 
ended the discussion. The critics were discomfited and silenced. Tuesday of 
Holy Week continues in Chapters 12 and 13.

And when you pray, you dare not harbor 
ill will toward anyone but must be ready 
to forgive the offender if you yourself wish 

to be forgiven by God.
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PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 12:1–44

O blessed Savior, may Your love for us and Your trust in us to make disciples of all 
nations move us mightily to be generous, grateful, and cheerful in our Christian giving. 

In the name of the Father who so loved that He gave His only Son; in the name of 
Jesus who so loved that He gave Himself for us; and in the name of the Holy Spirit who 

so loved that He gives us the fruits of Christ’s redemptive work. May it be so.

Mark 12:1–12
1. Jesus is called the “artist in parables.” Find the meaning to “parable” in a dictionary.

 Which of Jesus’ parables is a particular favorite of yours?

2. What in brief is the content of the parable of the wicked tenant farmers?

3. What is the deeper significance of this parable as aimed at the chief priests, scribes, and elders?

 Regarding their ancestors? (Matt. 5:12b)

 Regarding their intentions toward Jesus?

4. How did the rejected stone (Christ) become the headstone of the corner? (Rom. 1:3–4; Eph. 2:20)

Mark 12:13–17
5. Who tried to implicate Jesus with the government?

6. What loaded question regarding taxation did they put before Jesus?

7. How did Jesus answer them?

8. Christians are to render obedience to two kingdoms. Which are these?
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Mark 12:18–34
9. The next party that Jesus had to contend with was that of the Sadducees, who accepted the Pentateuch but 

rejected the traditions of the elders. Which other doctrines did they deny? (Acts 23:8) 

10. State the hypothetical case (12:18–23 and Deut. 25:5–10) with which the Sadducees sought to ensnare Jesus.

11. How did Jesus squelch the intent of the Sadducees?

12. One of the scribes was impressed with Jesus’ answer to the Sadducees. What question did he ask Jesus?

13. How did Jesus summarize the demands of the moral law?

14. How did the lawyer respond to the summation of the law that Jesus gave?

15. What encouraging word did Jesus speak to the scribe?

Mark 12:35–44
16. It was now His turn. While He taught, what question did Jesus ask?

17. What warning did Jesus issue against the lawyers of that day?

18. Jesus was tired (Tuesday in Holy Week) after a long day of teaching and disputing. He sat himself down in 
the Court of the Women, where thirteen trumpet-shaped receptacles were located. How did He spend His 
time there?

19. Why did Jesus commend the poor widow for giving two mites, even though the value of two mites amounted 
only to a small amount?

20. Compare the widow’s sacrificial giving with our stewardship practices of today.

M A R K  1 2 : 1 - 4 4

ErWin Kurth 95

14


	Blank Page

	Text28: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 
	10: 

	Text29: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 
	10: 
	11: 



